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The Overseas Examinations 
Commission (OEC) has given 

distinguished service to the people 
of Jamaica throughout the one 
hundred and thirty years of its 
existence.  

I extend warm congratulations and 
best wishes to the Commission as 
you mark this particular milestone 
on your continuing journey.

Over the years the nature of 
examinations has changed with 
the times, and the level and range 
of examinable subjects has also 
increased.   Through it all, the 
OEC has maintained its integrity, its 
efficiency and its ability to respond 
to unexpected challenges when they 
occur.  It has upheld a standard of 
excellence in the delivery of services 
to students and examination boards 
alike, playing a major role in the 
education system of our country. 

The OEC has deservedly enjoyed 
the confidence of our people, of 
the Government and the Private 
Sector at home and abroad. Its 
ability to function successfully 
without depending on public funds 
is worthy of note, reflecting the high 
quality and the resourcefulness of 
its management.

The Commission’s record of work, 
its longevity and its reputation remind 
us that with effective leadership and 
management of critical institutions, 
Jamaica can achieve levels of 
performance comparable with the 
best in the world.

May this year’s celebrations 
inspire the Board, Administration, 
Staff and clients to build on the 
commendable achievements of 
the past and continue to serve the 
national interest with confidence in 
the years ahead. 

Message from the 
GOVERNOR-GENERAL

Message from the 

PRIME MINISTER

Message from the 

LEADER OF THE 
OPPOSITION

Heartiest congratulations to the 
Overseas Examinations Council 

(OEC) on celebrating a most esteemed 
milestone of 130 years of service to the 
Government and people of Jamaica.

The Overseas Examinations 
Commission enjoys a rich history 
which dates back to its period as 
a voluntary organization when the 
Cambridge exams were first introduced 
to Jamaica. The Commission 
currently administers over seventy 
examinations in Jamaica including 
the suite of national secondary exit 
examination offered by the Caribbean 
Examination Council (CXC) while 
providing critical support to schools 
and private candidates. The OEC 
continues to administer exams from 

overseas bodies with the highest level of 
integrity, professionalism and world class 
standards. Indeed, the OEC has proven 
to be a key pillar in the development of 

our nation’s professionals through postgraduate certification in areas 
such as business, accounts, medicine and law. 

I commend the Commission for serving as a gem to our beloved 
Jamaica and the growth and development of our people. I encourage 
the Overseas Examinations Commission to maintain, through hard 
work and service, its position as leader in the administration of 
international examinations in Jamaica while creating high levels of 
customer satisfaction. This leads in large measure to the creation of 
a work environment which facilitates the personal and professional 
development of its employees. 

The message of development and success through education 
and certification cannot be understated. The OEC therefore plays 
an integral role in the growth of Jamaica by way of the development 
of human capital through education and I look forward to your growth 
and continued good work in the future.

In this your 130th year of service to Jamaica, I wish for you 
continued success as you do your part, to improve the development 
of Jamaicans and Jamaica.

His Excellency the Most Hon. 
Sir Patrick Allen ON, 

GCMG, CD, KSt.J

Dr. Peter D. Phillips
Leader of the Opposition 

The Most Hon. Andrew 
Holness, ON, MP
Prime Minister

For the last 130 years, the Overseas 
Examinations Commission has 

been guided by its fundamental 
principles of Integrity, Reliability, 
Innovation and Efficiency. With a 
mandate of efficiently administering 
the access to examinations and 
providing the necessary guidance 
and support, the OEC has ensured 
the educational successes of many 
Jamaican students both locally and 
abroad. 

During this period the Commission 
has remained a valued partner of the 
Government and the people of Jamaica 
as a Supervisory Organization for 
the plethora of Foreign Examination 
Boards at both the Secondary and 
Tertiary levels. This covers not only the 
Secondary level General Cambridge 
International Examinations (GCE) and 
the Caribbean Examinations Council 
(CXC), but effectively manages over 

forty six pre- tertiary and professional bodies. It is therefore no 

MESSAGE CONT’D ON PAGE 3
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On behalf of a grateful nation, I extend 
hearty congratulations to the 

Overseas Examinations Commission 
(OEC) for its exemplary contribution 
to the education enterprise. The OEC 
has been in service to the Government 
and people of Jamaica for 130 years 
and acts as a Proctoring (Supervisory) 
Body for many Overseas Examining 
Boards for Secondary and Tertiary 
Level Education. The organization has 
efficiently and effectively administered 
access to examinations and has 
provided applicable accompanying 
support services at the highest level 
of customer satisfaction.

The increasing number of examining 
bodies now utilising the services 
of the Commission demonstrates 

that the organisation has earned a 
sound international reputation for 
administering examinations.  This 
statutory organisation has proven to 
be an invaluable source of employment 

to a cadre of supervisors and invigilators.
The recent investment of $200 million, in the modernization 

of the OEC in ICT equipment,  inclusive of computers, software, 
UPS and security systems, to schools across the island over the 
next three years, is worthy of high commendation. This initiative 
will enable the commission to play a significant role in bringing 
some schools and the students they serve, closer to meeting the 
Caribbean Examinations Council’s (CXC) implementation of the 
new examination online platforms conditions. 

As you celebrate, I wish for the Overseas Examinations 
Commission continued success in achieving high levels of excellence 
for years to come. Have a blessed and truly wonderful anniversary.

Message from the 
MINISTER OF 
EDUCATION, 

YOUTH & 
INFORMATION

Message from the 
OPPOSITION SPOKESMAN 

ON EDUCATION

Senator the 
Hon. Ruel Reid, CD, JP

Minister of Education, Youth 
and Information

Rev. Ronald Thwaites, 
Opposition Spokesman on 

Education

surprise that this exemplary work contributed to the Commission 
being named a Cambridge International Partner.

The increasing number of examining institutions that currently 
partner with the Commission demonstrates the reputation of 
excellence that the OEC built and maintained over the years. 

Here in Jamaica, the footprint of the Commission is seen in its 
dedication to the development of the capacities of our educational 
institutions to create the levels of inclusive growth that we desire 
as a country. The Commission’s pledge to invest over two hundred 
million Jamaican dollars over the next three years (J$200 million) in 
Information Communication and Technology equipment, for schools 
across Jamaica, demonstrates the kind of innovative thinking 
and partnership that the country requires if we are to adequately 
educate and train our students for the world of work and the new 
economy. This will no doubt empower our schools to better offer the 
programmes of innovation and entrepreneurship that the current 
labour market requires. 

Let me congratulate the hardworking team at the Overseas 
Examinations Commission for 130 years of dedicated, committed 
and invaluable service to the people of Jamaica and wish for you 
continued successes in the years to come. 

Message from the Leader of the 
Opposition cont’d from PAGE 2

What an asset we Jamaican and Caribbean 
people have in an examination system, which 

has earned high respect locally and internationally.  
This is the heritage of the Overseas Examinations 
Commission. High commendation must be given to 
those who have supervised the process with integrity.

Going forward, the range of examinations will 
increase and vary in range and scope. Examinations 
must always be attuned to the evolving needs of 
society.

The same high standards of the last 130 years will, 
I am sure , be maintained and surpassed.
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Major anniversaries are usually a 
good occasion for reflection and 
celebration and the Overseas 
Examinations Commission’s 
(OEC’s) decision to publish a 
130th supplement is impelled by 
this significant Anniversary. The 
historical and social relevance of 
this supplement is reason enough 
to celebrate the pantheon of great 
stories and pioneering ventures 
and to bring to the fore the fact that 
every day in our calendar of work, 
every activity undertaken, great or 
small, is significant in our focus and 
commitment towards strengthening 
our good-governance ethos 
which is grounded in INTEGRITY, 
RELIABILITY, INNOVATION, 
EFFICIENCY (I.R.I.E).

The Overseas Examinations 
Commission has built a solid and 
enduring reputation as an “Institution 

of Excellence “since 1887, spanning 130 years or over 12 decades. 
This has inspired a celebration because Excellence has indeed 
become a habit over the span of time since our early beginnings and is 
remarkable only for the impeccably sustained record of achievements. 

The strength and endurance of a construct however is depen-
dent entirely on the quality of its foundation.  The OEC’s sustained 
success, is the satisfying result of the brilliant cadre of visionaries, 
leaders, management and administrative support teams and those 
of partnering and stakeholder organizations, who laid the foundation 
and raised the structure of excellence upon which the OEC continues 
to grow and flourish. Against this background, we celebrate the men 
and women of distinction who have worked tirelessly, with sharp 
minds and steady hands, to build and secure the rich legacy that we 
all enjoy and are proud to claim today. 

Message from the 
PERMANENT SECRETARY

Message from the 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Message from the 
CHAIRMAN

Mr. Dean-Roy Bernard
Permanent Secretary, 
Ministry of Education,
Youth and  Information

Mr. Brian Bennett-Easy 
Chairman

Overseas Examinations 
Commission

Mr Hector Stephenson
Executive Director

Overseas Examinations 
Commission

I t g ives me great  p leasure to br ing greet ings on the 
occasion of the Overseas Examinat ions Commission’s 

130th anniversary. In the l i fe of any organisation, a thirteen 
decades milestone is a signif icant one, and your successes 
over the years have been commendable.

The increasing number of examining bodies now uti l iz ing 
the serv ices of  the Commission demonstrates that  the 
organisat ion has earned a sound internat ional reputat ion 
for administering examinations. The Overseas Examinations 
Commission (OEC) has come a long way in i ts 130 years 
history. I ts success over these many years has resulted 
to a signif icant degree on i ts abi l i ty to r ide the t ide of the 
t imes and adjust to changing situations, while ensuring i ts 
f inancial sustainabi l i ty.

I  must commend the organisation for i ts establ ished and 
sustained environmental best practices as part of the OEC’s 
good governance ethos. The OEC has bui l t  and sustained 
a sol id platform of opportunit ies to enable individuals to 
develop their portfol io of cr i t ical qual i f icat ions. Along with 
i ts journey, the enti ty has acquired a strong reputation for 
the value, work and impact of the OEC’s Corporate Social 
Responsibi l i ty programmes. In addit ion to your impressive 
achievements, the management and staff have maintained a 
proud record of uncompromised integrity for over 130 years.

The memory of the Founding Fathers should be treasured 
for their  spir i t  of voluntar ism and the vision that laid the 
foundation for the successful operations of the OEC, as we 
know it today. Keep up the could work and God Bless You all !

The year 2017 marked a distinctive 
milestone for the Overseas 
Examinations Commission (OEC). Very 
few organizations can boast 130 years’ 
consistent service to a nation, built on 
the principles of Integrity, Reliability, 
Innovation and Efficiency. The OEC 
has been steadfast in its delivery of 
quality service on behalf of the Ministry 
of Education, specifically, and the 
Government and people of Jamaica 
in general. I would like to thank the 
OEC staff and board members for their 
loyalty and unwavering commitment.

As a society we have struggled to 
live up to our full potential in many 
areas and the biggest opportunity 
we have to change that narrative is 
through education. We approach a 
time when paper based examinations, 
which dominated the landscape of the 

decades of the past, are being rapidly replaced by online testing in 
this highly digitized world. 

Given this new dynamic, in 2017 the OEC, in association with 
our parent Ministry, Ministry of Education, Youth and Information 
(MoEYI), thought it fitting to invest J$250M to augment the ICT 
capabilities of Secondary schools, being cognizant of the fact that 
most schools are not equipped to facilitate the move from a paper-
based environment to an online platform.

We use this opportunity to thank all our stakeholders and ask 
that you continue to partner with us as we embark on this new and 
exciting chapter in the journey of the OEC.

MESSAGE CONT’D ON PAGE 6
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Jamaican students first sat Cambridge Examinations in 
Jamaica on 17th December 1882 under the auspices 

of the Governors of the Institute of Jamaica. Boys wrote 
their examinations at the Collegiate School and girls at the 
Institute of Jamaica (IOJ). The Overseas Examinations 
Commission began as a voluntary organization in 
November 10, 1887 to conduct Cambridge Examinations 
for 47 candidates which was regarded as a large number 
back in 1887.

The OEC originated from the Cambridge Local 
Examinations Committee (CLEC), which was founded 
in that year as the Jamaican agent of the British-based 
University of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate 
(UCLES). As an agent of Cambridge, CLEC undertook 
the responsibility to ensure that schools that sat the 
Cambridge examinations were of a standard acceptable 
to Cambridge.

The Hon. Dr James Phillippo was the first Chairman 
of the Institute of Jamaica and he initiated the effort 
to introduce Cambridge Examinations in Jamaica.  He 
was also the first Chairman of the Cambridge Local 
Examinations Committee (CLEC), which was established 
in 1887.  The Secretary/Librarian of the IOJ, Mr H. Priest, 
was appointed and served as Secretary to the new 
Committee until 1889. 

In 1901 the Jamaican Government withdrew its 
contribution to Cambridge Examinations and its £15 
contribution towards the London examinations. The 
Government had resolved that the Jamaican taxpayer 
would not finance overseas examinations. The CLEC 
therefore had to become entirely self-financing.

The CLEC first administered the Higher Level (Local) 
Certificate (introduced in 1892 in England) in Jamaica 
in 1901.  In order to qualify to sit these exams, students 

had to be approximately 18 years of age and must have 
completed the two-year Senior Cambridge course of 
study.  The Higher Level (Local) Examinations ended 
in December 1922 and in July 1923 became the Higher 
School Certificate.

The Jamaican government seemed happy for the most 
part with the CLEC’s autonomy and competence, however 
at the same time moved to develop and introduce other 
examination alternatives within Jamaica such as the 
Jamaica Local examinations and the Jamaica School 
Certificate.  Between 1919 and 1939 Cambridge committed 

to adapting examinations to 
meet the different conditions of a 
diversified empire by reassessing 
its overseas examinations. 

In 1947 the Cambridge 
Local Examinations Committee 
(CLEC) dissolved itself and 
immediately reconstituted itself 
under Chairman Rev. E. Armon-
Jones. The brief Armon-Jones 
Chairmanship witnessed an 
effort to put the finances of the 
CLEC on a more secure footing; 
confronted the challenge of 
Independent Schools and Private 
Candidates and supported the 
efforts of Cambridge to “localize” 
syllabuses. The Government 
of Jamaica, without becoming 
deeply involved in administering 
the overseas examinations, 
facilitated the CLEC in various 
ways — including in 1946 granting 
exemption from Customs Duties 
for the importation of examination 
materials.

Mr J.J. Mills succeeded Rev. 
Armon-Jones who died in office 

in 1950. Mills served as Chairman of the CLEC from 
1951 until his death in 1966.  The Mills chairmanship 
(1951–1966) coincided with important political change 
in Jamaica and the Caribbean, including the federal 
experiment (1958–1961).

In 1951 the General Certificate of Education (GCE) 
‘Ordinary’ and ‘Advanced’ level examinations were 
introduced in Jamaica replacing the Cambridge School 

Our History

Former Head Office at 2a Piccadilly Road, Kingston

STORY CONT’D ON PAGE 6
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Certificate and Higher School Certificate.  The merger of 
the administration of Cambridge and London Examinations 
under a revised CLEC between 1957 and 1969 was 
therefore a significant institutional development.  A 
discussion of the merger of Cambridge and London 
Examinations under the aegis of the CLEC between 
these years culminated in the restructuring of the CLEC 
into the Overseas Examinations Committee (OEC). The 
inaugural meeting of the OEC took place at 10a Caledonia 
Avenue on November 29, 1969.  The OEC took over 
the responsibilities and the assets of the CLEC and the 
University of London Examinations Committee. The OEC 
would administer the following examinations:
•	 Cambridge	Local
•	 London	University
•	 Associated	Examining	Board
•	 City	and	Guilds
•	 Union	of	Lancashire	and	Cheshire	Institutes
•	 Royal	Society	of	Arts
•	 Pitman
The process of establishing the OEC had taken 12 

years. The OEC officially became the institution primarily 
responsible for all overseas examinations conducted in 
Jamaica.		On	January	24,	1973	the	Gleaner	newspaper	
in Jamaica announced that the Caribbean Examinations 
Council was intended to replace school examination 
bodies	in	Britain,	indeed,	the	CXC	succeeded	Cambridge	
as the main examining body in the Caribbean.
Following	the	death	of	J.J.	Mills	in	1966,	E.A.	Barrett	

who had been principal of Cornwall College and a member 
of the Cambridge Local Examinations Committee was 
unanimously voted in as the new Chairman.  

Three important changes took place under Chairman 
Barrett:	The	establishment	of	the	OEC;	the	inauguration	
of the Caribbean Examinations Council examinations in 
1979;	and	the	purchase	of	permanent	headquarters	for	
the	OEC.			In	1977,	the	OEC	purchased	its	own	property	

at	2A	Piccadilly	Road,	for	a	payment	of	$220,000,	and	
signed a contract to remodel and repair the club house of 
the St Andrew Lawn Tennis Association, previous owners 
of the property.
Piccadilly	Road	has	remained	the	headquarters	of	the	

Overseas Examinations Committee and Commission 
ever since.

As a committee of volunteers the CLEC freely chose 
its	Chairman	and	its	membership.	Mr	Barrett	served	as	
Chairman from 1966 until his retirement in 1983.  Two 
issues emerged towards the end of his term as Chairman: 
the	legal	status	of	the	OEC	and	the	question	of	financing	
Following	his	retirement,	Mr.	Barrett	continued	to	be	one	
of three Trustees of the organization, whose appointment 
was aimed at giving legal status and permanence to the 
committee previously made up of volunteers. The OEC’s 
properties and assets were at this time vested in the 
three	Trustees	in	1983:	E.A.	Barrett,	Lieutenant	
Colonel Norman S. Jackson and E.H. Cousins. 
One by one, the three Trustees died before 
“legal action had been undertaken in respect 
of the Trust Deed”. 

The first woman to chair the Overseas 
Examinations Committee (1983–1995), Ellorine 
Walker,	a	former	principal	of	Merl	Grove	High	
School,	would	succeed	Mr.	Barrett.	Coinciding	
with Ellorine Walker’s chairmanship was the 
expansion of the OEC.
In	 1998,	 there	 were	 changes	 in	 the	

administrative structure of the OEC following 
the	retirement	of	the	Executive	Secretary,	Phyllis	
Cargill,	her	deputy	Beryl	Urquhart,	who	was	
appointed as the first Director of the Overseas 
Examinations Office. 

Ms Walker, who resigned after 12 years as Chairman, 
was succeeded by Dr Neville Ying in 1996. 

A Deputy Director, Hector Stephenson (former 
Principal	of	St	George’s	College),	was	appointed	as	of	
June	1998.		Mr.	Stephenson	succeeded	Mrs.	Urquhart	
upon her retirement in 2010 and has been serving as the 
Commission’s Executive Director since.

The legal status of the Overseas Examination Committee 
and	the	Board	of	Trustees	was	resolved	definitively	by	
2005. The Overseas Examinations Commission Act 
of 2005 incorporated the old Overseas Examinations 
Committee and renamed it the Overseas Examinations 
Commission.   The OEC continues to administer 
examinations for London and Cambridge but has largely 
been replaced by the Caribbean Secondary Education 
Certificate	(CSEC)	and	Caribbean	Advanced	Proficiency	
Examination	(CAPE).		The	then	Minister	of	Education	&	
Youth, The Hon. Maxine Henry-Wilson, named April 1, 
2006, as the effective date of the Commission and this 

We use this opportunity to highlight and celebrate as a public body 
of	the	Ministry	of	Education,	the	partnership	with	Government,	resulting	
in	the	development	of	key	National	Initiatives	between	the	Ministry	of	
Education,	Youth	and	Information	(MoEYI)	and	the	OEC.		

The OEC highlights and celebrates its partnership with all our high 
schools,	our	global	network	of	over	Seventy	(70)	Examining	Bodies,	
including the Caribbean Examination Council, who since 1979, assumed 
the pivotal role of certifying of Caribbean nationals at the CSEC and 
CAPE	levels	
Excellence	demands	a	fusion	of	Vision,	Leadership,	Partnership	and	

Collaboration, buoyed by knowledge, skill, expertise, time, effort, care 
and a host of other resources. We laud therefore the hard work and 
devotion	of	thousands	of	-	Supervisors,	Invigilators,	Quality	Assurers,	
Moderators,	Oral	and	Practical	Examiners,	Examinations	Coordinators,	
other	Teachers	and	Principals,	whose	service	to	the	OEC	went	beyond	
the	call	of	duty;	our	business	enterprise	partners	from	the	financial	and	
wider business community - who have supported us along the way, to 
where we are today. 

The fulfilment of the OEC’s Vision and Mission is possible only 
through the diligent focus and application of professionalism, dynamism, 
teamwork, tenacity, willingness, readiness, unflinching extension of time 
and expertise. As such, we commend and celebrate the commissioners 
and staff, past and present, for their commitment and dedication to 
excellence over the years. 

The Overseas Examinations Commission stands on the brink of a new 
future, full of promise and opportunity, with increased potential for meeting 
the needs of its stakeholders. There are possibilities for phenomenal 
growth and development as the organization is repositioned to play a 
critical role in the achievement of the 2030 Vision and to make Jamaica 
the place of choice to live, work, raise families and do business.

MESSAGE froM thE ExEcutivE 
dirEctor coNt’d froM PAGE 4

was	published	in	the	Jamaica	Gazette.	The	Commission	comprises	
a	16	member	Board	of	Commissioners	representing	all	 types	of	
Tertiary and Secondary institutions as well as other agencies in the 
Public	and	Private	Sectors	that	have	a	vital	interest	in	the	product	of	
the Secondary School System. The first set of Commissioners were 
named in February 2007 and the names published in the Jamaica 
Gazette	Thursday,	February	15,	2007.	

The establishment of the commission almost coincided with the 
opening of a new office building, also in 2007.   

The Overseas Examinations Commission has come a long way in 
its	130	years	history.	Its	success	over	these	many	years	has	resulted	
to a significant degree on its ability to ride the tide of the times and 
adjust to changing situations, while ensuring its financial sustainability.

history cont’d from PAGE 5
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Overseas Examinations Commission makes 
J$250M ICT Investment in Secondary Schools

The Overseas Examinations Commission (OEC), 
delivered on its commitment to enhance the Information 
and Communication Technology (ICT) capabilities of 
selected Secondary Schools across the island.  

As at January 2018, 26 secondary level schools, which 
were previously earmarked to benefit under the first 
tranche of this initiative, started to receive ICT equipment 
inclusive of computers, software and security systems.   
To date, deliveries of 30 computer systems have been 
made to 26 schools:

• deCarteret College
• Aabuthnott Gallimore  High
• Munro College

• Edith Dalton James High
• Green Pond High
• Anchovy High
• Campion College
• Eltham High
• Greater Portmore High
• Holy Trinity High
• St. George’s College
• The Queen’s School
• Cornwall College
• York Castle High
• Wolmer’s High School for Girls
• Dunoon Park Technical High
• Frome Technical
• Ardenne High
• Convent of Mercy – Alpha
• Donald Quarrie High
• Foga Road High
• Hapton School for Girls
• Oracabessa High
• Tarrant High
• St. Hilda’s Diocesan High
• Vauxhall High
 
The schools to benefit from the programme are drawn 

from across the island and reflect a diversity of rural, 
urban, traditional high, upgraded high, comprehensive 
and technical schools.  The selection process is also 
based on a national survey, which revealed gaps in the 
state of readiness for e-testing in our secondary schools.

Grade 12 student Charles Hendricks, makes a point to Minister of 
Education, Youth & Information Sen. the Hon. Ruel Reid while his 
classmates Shavaun Reid and Mark Sturridge looks on.

OEC Commissioner Wesley Boynes and Principal of York Castle High 
Mr. Raymond Treasure observer students using  computers donated 
by the OEC

Ms. Angella Walker Principal of deCarteret College observes 
students at the official handing over of computers donated
 by the OEC

ICT STORY CONT’D ON PAGE 9
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OEC Deputy Director Mrs. Sharon Burnett, OEC Commissioner Garfield Young PhD. and Principal of Edith Dalton James High School Mr. Orlando 
Worges assists students at the official handing over of computers donated by the OEC to the school

ICT STORY CONT’D FROM PAGE 8

Overseas Examinations Commission 
makes J$250M ICT Investment in 

Secondary Schools

This is an initiative of the OEC’s Board of Commissioners and was conceptualized in light of the new thrust of 
the Caribbean Examinations Council (CXC) to pursue online testing for all CSEC and CAPE examinations, being 
cognizant of the fact that most schools were not equipped to facilitate the move from a paper-based environment 
to an online platform.  Given this new dynamic, the OEC, in association with its parent Ministry, MoEYI, thought 
it fitting to invest J$250 million to augment the ICT capabilities of the schools. According to OEC Chairman, Mr. 
Brian Bennett-Easy, “This is the latest in a series of initiatives where the OEC introduces programmes that will 
enable and strengthen the resolve of the MoEYI specifically and by extension the Government of Jamaica to 
unleash the potential of our children in this digital age.” He said, “The investment is projected for a three-year 
period and is divided into three tranches and discussions are also underway with the parent Ministry on how to 
create a sustainable investment programme in this regard.”

It is no coincidence that the OEC undertook this initiative at this time as the organisation celebrated its milestone 
achievement of 130 years of administering examinations with excellence in November 2017.  In the words of the 
Executive Director, Mr. Hector Stephenson, “We live in a global community which has become highly sophisticated 
and technologically advanced and our children will be at a marked disadvantage if they are not provided the 
tools with which to engage and be part of this community.” This is therefore a fitting tribute to the partnerships, 
which have been forged with our schools over the years of “Providing Educational Support with Integrity”.  With 
this project underway, the OEC team commits to continued service to nation-building with “Integrity, Reliability, 
Innovation and Efficiency” at its core.  
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Administrative Assistant – Jamaica 
Private Ms. Primrose Harris 
receives her award for 10 years’ of 
dedicated service (2007 – 2017) to 
OEC’s Journey of Excellence from 
Commissioner Mark Green

Deputy Director Mrs. Sharon Burnett 
receives her award for 19 years’ of 
dedicated service (1998 – 2017) to 

OEC’s Journey of Excellence from 
Commissioner Marigold Naar

Executive Director Mr. Hector 
Stephenson receives his award for 19 

years’ of dedicated service (1998 – 
2017) to OEC’s Journey of Excellence 

from Commissioner Marigold Naar

Director Finance & Accounts Mrs. Josephine 
Stephens receives her award for 20 years’ 
of dedicated service (1997 – 2017) to OEC’s 
Journey of Excellence from Commissioner 
Audrey Williams Accounting Technician Receivables Clerk 

Mrs. Karlene Willis-McLarty receives her 
award for 22 years’ of dedicated service 
(1995 – 2017) to OEC’s Journey of 

Excellence from Commissioner 
Audrey Williams

Commissioner Dr. Grace McLean presents 
to Former Commissioner Professor Stafford 
A. Griffith PhD, who was recognised for 11 
years of service (1999 – 2007 & 2012 – 
2015) to the OEC and was honoured as a 
Legacy Builder

Temporary Driver Patrick Bedasse receives 
his award for 26 years’ of committed service 
(1991 – 2017) to OEC’s Journey of Excellence 
from Commissioner Audrey Williams

Commissioner Dr. Grace McLean presents 
to Former Commissioner Mr. Clement 
Radcliffe, who was recognised for 14 years 
of service (1999 – 2009) to the OEC and 
was honoured as a Legacy Builder 

Commissioner Dr. Grace McLean presents to 
Former Commissioner Professor Halden Morris 

PhD, PE, who was recognised for 15 years of 
service (1996 – 2007 & 2010 - 2014) to the OEC 

and was honoured as a Legacy Builder

Commissioner Dr. Grace presents to Former 
Commissioner Mr. Wayne Robinson who was 
recognised for 14 years of service (2001 - 2015) 
to the OEC and was honoured as a Legacy Builder

Commissioner Garfield Young PhD, 
presents citation to Mrs. Phyllis Cargill 
former Local Secretary and CXC Local 
Registrar for 11 years (1987-1998) of 
Leadership to the OEC

Commissioner Dr. Carol Granston presents citation 
to Mrs. Beryl Urquhart former Executive Director 
CXC Local Registrar for 15 years (1988-2003) of 
Leadership to the OEC

Chairman Mr. Brian Bennett-Easy presents citation to Prof Neville George Ying 
CD,FIMCJ, PhD, former Chairman for 33 years of service (1983-2016) recognised 
for his Strategic Vision and Transformational Leadership to the OEC

Minister of Education, Youth and 
Information Sen. The Hon. Ruel Reid 
CD, JP congratulates former Chairman 
Prof Neville George Ying CD,FIMCJ, 
PhD

The Overseas Examinations Commission (OEC) as part of its 130th Anniversary celebration hosted 
a Banquet and Awards dinner at The Pavilion at the Terra Nova All Suite Hotel, on  Wednesday 
February 21, 2018. The function honoured former members of the OEC Board of Commissioners 
and awarded long serving members of staff. It also highlighted the OEC’S recent donations of 
computers to High Schools. The night’s proceedings was under the theme “Honouring our Legacy, 
Celebrating the Journey, Forging ahead in a Digital Space”. The Keynote Speaker for the evening 
was the Minister of Education, Youth and Information, Senator the Honourable Ruel Reid CD, JP.
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The Overseas Examinations Commission (OEC), 
as part of its 130th Anniversary celebration named 
its building located at 6 Manhattan Road in honour 
of former long serving Chairman Professor Neville 
George Ying, CD,FIMCJ, PhD. An official unveiling 
event was held on Wednesday March 14, 2018. 
As the longest serving Chairman (1996 - 2016) of 
the OEC and before that, Director/Commissioner 
(1983 – 1996), Neville Ying, throughout his 
combined 33 years tenure with the OEC, stamped 
his distinctive brand of leadership excellence on 
the institution. Rooms and wings were also named 
for persons who gave notable service to the OEC. 
The wings:
•	 Lower East named for Trustee Norman 

Samuel Jackson
•	 Upper East named for Trustee Everald 

Arthurton Barrett 
•	 Lower West named for former Finance 

Committee Chair and interim Chairman 
Leslie Roy Bruce Robinson

•	 Upper West named for Trustee Egbert 
H.Cousins 

•	 The rooms were named for former Secretaries 
Edmond George Roper, Phyllis Cargill, Beryl 
Urquhart and Board Chair Ellorine Walker.

Naming of the OEC Building

Guests at the building naming event

Professor Neville Ying CD,FIMCJ, PhD, stands
 before the unveiled building named   in his honour

Former Executive Director CXC Local Registrar Beryl Urquhart 
stands infront the room named for her
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 L-R: Back row Garfield Young PhD, Mr. Mark Green, Mr. Brian Bennett-Easy (Chairman), Mr. Ottis Brown, Mr. Wesley 
Boynes L-R Front row Mrs. I. E. ‘Yvonne ‘ Bignall, Dr. Grace McLean, Mrs. Marigold Naar, Dr. Donna Powell-Wilson, Miss 
Antonette Dennis, Ms. Audrey Williams Absent Dr. Carol Granston, Dr. Maurice McNaughton, Senator Kavan Gayle

OEC’s Board 
of Commissioners
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Meet the OEC 

I.R.I.E 
Team

Executive Assistant 
Ms. Jasmine Pottinger

Procurement Department 
Mrs. Novelette Heslop-Crossman, 

Procurement Officer 

Executive Director 
Mr. Hector Stephenson

Ms. Trudy-Anne M. Riley, 
Director Marketing 

& Customer Relations

Internal Audit Department 
Mr. Stafford Brackett, 

Senior Internal Auditor

Examinations Department –  L-R Mr. Tanjay Holmes, Mr. Kamar 
Jordon, Mr. Paul Coleman, Mr. Neon Smith, Ms. Primrose Harris, 

Mrs. Sharon Burnett (Deputy Director), Mrs. Dianne Smith-Palmer 
Absent Yolette Barnett, Noleta Case
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OEC 
Team cont’d

I.T. Department – L-R Mr. Maurice Coke (I.T. Manager), Mr. 
Christopher Henry, Miss Renee Reynolds, Mr. Maurice Wilson 

Human Resource & Customer Relations Department. – L-R Miss 
Kerian Johnson, Miss Tameka Kelly, Mrs. Audrey Allen (Manager 
HR & Administration), Ms. Fayona Lawrence, Mrs Mekela Bailey

Finance & Accounts Department – L-R Ms. May Mortimer (Acting 
Director of Finance & Accounts), Ms. Terryann Gavin, Miss Danielle 

Prendergast, Ms. Melissa Williams, Mr. Jahmari Nesbeth, Miss 
Rachelle McKenzie 
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OEC Western Office - L-R: Mr. Antonio Erskine (Branch 
Manager), Mr. Romeo Farquharson, Absent Ms. Loris Griffiths 

Record’s & Information Department – L-R: Ms. Kereen Hylton, Mrs. 
Patricia Palmer, Mrs. Aeisha Brown-Robotham, Ms. Margaret Harris 
(Records & Information Officer)

Facilities Department – L-R: Ms. Marlene Shannon, Ms. 
Ladona Smith (Facilities Officer) Absent Mr. Crosby Brown, 
Mr. Lovell Johnson 

OEC 
Team cont’d
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OEC MILESTONES
• Over 12 decades (since 1887) of administering United 

Kingdom (UK) based International suite of Secondary 
level examinations

• Over 3 Decades (since 1979) of administering the 
regional Caribbean Examinations Council’s (CXC) 
examinations 

• The only Caribbean Centre recommended 
in 2008, by the British Council to various 
UK Colleges and Universities, to 
administer some of the most sensitive 
examinations, including among others: 
Membership of the Royal College of 
Surgeons (MRCS); Membership of the 
Royal College of Physicians (MRCP)

• A Distinguished International Partner Awardee by the 
University of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate 
in 2000

• Established an outstanding record of sound 
fiscal management  

• Built and sustained a solid platform 
of opportunities to enable individuals 
to develop their portfolio of critical 
qualifications 

• Acquired a strong reputation for the value, 
work and impact of OEC’s Corporate Social 
Responsibility programmes 

• Maintained a proud record of 
uncompromised integrity for over 130 
years

• Currently administering international Professional and 
semi-Professional examinations for over 70 examining 
bodies including: Association of Certified Accountants 
(ACCA); Association of Accounting Technicians (AAT) 
University of London External Programme; Chartered 
Institute of Marketing (CIM) Canadian Securities Institute 
(CSI) 

• The first approved Centre in Jamaica (since 2009) to 
administer the Computer Based Examinations (CBE) of 
the Association of Certified Accountants (ACCA) and the 
Chartered Institute of Management Accountants (CIMA) 
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The Spanish-Jamaican Foundation (SJF) recognises the milestones of the Overseas 
Examinations Commission as it celebrates 130 years of efficiently and effectively administering 
examinations in Jamaica.

The SJF has been partnering with the OEC for over four years by paying the Oral Examination 
fee for the CSEC Spanish Examinations for all students of public high schools in the Ministry 
of Education’s Regions 3 and 4. 

Throughout the years, the OEC has given its unwavering support to the Foundation in its 
ongoing quest to render worthwhile and dedicated service to the people of Jamaica.

 We are truly proud of all its many achievements in increasing the accessibility of examinations 
to all Jamaicans and wish for the OEC many more successful and fulfilling years.

THE SPANISH JAMAICAN 
FOUNDATION

JPS FOUNDATION

NCB 
FOUNDATION

With a commitment to nation-building through youth development 
and empowerment, the N.C.B. Foundation has long put supporting 
education at the forefront of its operations. 

Thereby, investing in education continues to be a main priority 
of the N.C.B. Foundation, as it affords us the opportunity to pave a 
way to success for the nation’s youth. To that end, we deem it a priv-
ilege to partner with organisations like the Overseas Examinations 
Commission (OEC), that work assiduously to provide educational 
support services related to the conduct of examinations, including 
administration, consultancy, training, quality assurance, authenti-
cation of results and the provision of a secure repository for results 
and statistics.

 The N.C.B. Foundation has been partnering with the OEC 
through its annual Caribbean Secondary Examination Certificate, 
Principles of Accounts/Principles of Business (CSEC POA/POB) 
National Bursary Programme since its inception in 2003. This ini-
tiative, along with the Jamaican Government’s subsidy programme 
assists secondary-level students to meet the minimum number of 
five subjects required for entry to a tertiary institution. More than 
104,000 students from both private and public institutions locally 
have benefitted from the programme accumulating a spend in 
excess of $154 million over the past 14 years.

 The N.C.B Foundation is proud to align with the OEC as it 
continues to aid in developing the education sector and systems 
of assessment, both here and abroad. We congratulate the organ-
isation on 130 years of excellence and dedicated service.

JPS Foundation, the strategic philanthropic arm of JPS, focuses 
on initiatives that instil positive values and practices among young 
Jamaicans, while promoting national development. One such 
programme is the two-year-old CSEC Industrial Technology (Electrical) 
Exam Fee Sponsorship Programme. In 2016, JPS Foundation 
collaborated with the Overseas Examination Commission (OEC) and 
the Ministry of Education, Youth and Information (MOE) to sponsor 
qualified students preparing to sit the exam. This subsidy has benefited 
910 students in 39 schools at a value of $2, 984,600 since the 
programme’s inception.

The programme extends further than the sponsorship of fees; 
schools that fall below the required pass rate for qualification are 
assisted through curriculum enhancement in an effort to advance 
to the qualifying list in the future. This has taken the form of expert 
presentations, plant tours and student mentorship. This programme 
is further enhanced by the Foundation’s Energy Clubs that are hosted 
in fifteen high schools across the island.

 
The JPS Foundation’s CSEC Fee Sponsorship initiative was in direct 

support of the MOE’s mandate to have every secondary level student 
exposed to skills training before leaving school. JPS Foundation 
took it a step further to facilitate certification in a skill at no cost to 
the qualifying student.

 
The success of the programme relies heavily on the work of all 

partners including the OEC. Over the short, but quite impactful period, 
the OEC has played its part to facilitate the smooth flow of information 
and registration of students for their exams.

 
JPS Foundation is honoured to partner with the OEC and looks 

forward to the continued enriching relationship as we work to support 
generations through education and personal development.

Congratulations to the OEC as it celebrates its 130th anniversary!

Message from Partners 



SPECIAL ADVERTISEM
ENT

 TH
E

 S
U

N
D

A
Y

 O
B

S
E

R
V

E
R

   July 25, 2018  tw
itter/jam

aicaob
server   w

w
w

.jam
aicaob

server.com
1
9

The Overseas Examinations Commission (OEC), has had a long 
and distinguished record of service to out-of-school population. 
Every year thousands of persons from all over Jamaica register to 
sit the Caribbean Examinations Council (CXC): CSEC (Caribbean 
Secondary Examination Certificate) and CAPE (Caribbean 
Advanced Proficiency Examination); as well as the Cambridge 
IGCSE (International General Certificate of Secondary Education) 
and GCE (General Certificate of Education) advanced and advanced 
subsidiary level examinations. These persons are referred to as 
‘Private Candidates’.

Private Candidates come directly into our offices to register for 
the examinations or they may be part of a small, unregistered 
school or group. This group of persons are important stakeholders 
of the OEC, as the organization has, without doubt, provided a 
gateway to additional certification and qualifications to thousands 
of candidates over the years. The OEC is proud of this service 
to the nation.

Private Candidates are able to register for a limited number 
of CSEC subjects in the January sitting each year while a wider 
selection of both CSEC and CAPE subjects are available in 
the May/June sitting. Candidates may also register to write a 
selection of IGCSE and GCE subjects for examinations in May 
and June each year. Candidates who did SBAs (coursework) in 
CXC examinations may carry forward the SBA scores to another 
sitting of the examinations (two years for CAPE and one year for 
CSEC). Alternatively, candidates may register to do the alternate 
papers where those are available. The alternate papers in CSEC 
and CAPE sciences, which are practical examinations, are also 
available to private candidates.

WHAT ARE THE ADVANTAGES OF REGISTERING 
PRIVATELY WITH THE OEC?

• Candidates can study at their own pace and register to sit 
an examination when they are ready

• The OEC establishes examination locations in almost all 
parishes, based on demand 

• The registration process is hassle free
• Multiple payment options are available, via debit or credit 

card at our offices or cash at the Bank of Nova Scotia and 
Bill Express locations island-wide

You haven’t lost the opportunity to achieve the subjects you 
need for work or further study. Come in and start a conversation 

today about your future or visit our website at 

OEC’S CONNECTION 
WITH OUT-OF-SCHOOL 

POPULATION

WWW.OVERSEASEXAMS.ORG.JM  

MISSION STATEMENT
To efficiently and effectively administer and provide access to 
examinations and provide applicable accompanying support 

services aimed at the highest level of integrity while being sensitive 
to the needs of customers.

VISION STATEMENT
To become the leader in the provision of educational support 
services related to the conduct of examinations, including 
administration, consultancy, training, quality assurance,  

authentication of results and the provision of a secure repository for 
results and statistics.

 

VALUE STATEMENT
The Overseas Examinations Commission is committed to 

excellence high levels of customer satisfaction and the creation of 
a work environment, which facilitates the personal and professional 

development of its employees.

CORE VALUES

Integrity   Reliability    Innovation     Efficiency
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